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theological, literary, mathematical, and musical studies.
Astronomy was his hobby, the editing of textbooks (the
list of which runs to fifteen pages of his biography) his
constant work. He was a successful schoolmaster as well
as a much-respected priest.1
But what of the schoolgirls ? Let us follow the demure
pensionnalrt) black-robed and gloved, with every vestige of
a straying curl well housed within a barbarous hair-net,
If we cross the threshold of the convent we may find her
at morning study, seated convenablement in her black alpaca
apron, with her feet " a la troisieme position/*2 learning
her lessons with all the ardour of her ambitious little heart;
for time is short and the bell will soon ring for class. If
we enter we must do so unseen, or else all these girls will
rise and sweep a stately curtsy " a trois temps " or " a six
temps "3 (they counted twelve when Monseigneur came to
give the prizes), and under their downcast eyelids, which
are an essential feature of their irreproachable tenue^ they will
subject us to a penetrating scrutiny from which nothing
escapes.
While the girls await the signal for class, let us turn to
the mistresses, who, in their sparely furnished rooms, behind
the doors of the enclosure, are making preparations for the
event.
Growing numbers in the school testify that they also
have won the confidence of the parents, though for them
the task must have been far from easy. It is indisputable
that they owed much to the friendship and approval of
the Fathers of the Faith, and that they were pioneers in the
work of reconstruction. Nevertheless there could be no
trifling in the matter of education, either for the noble
1  Vie dtf ^Jverend Plre Loriquet, Chaps. I and II.
2  Directions from the Lefons de Maintien.                    8 Ibid^